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PART I-FADMINISTRATIVE

Chapter 1 Scope and Administration. This chapter contains provisions for the application, enforcement and
administration of subsequent requirements of the code. In addition to establishing the scope of the code, Chapter 1
identifies which buildings and structures come under its purview. Chapter 1 is largely concerned with maintaining “due
process of law” in enforcing the regulations contained in the body of the code. Only through careful observation of the
administrative provisions can the code official reasonably expect to demonstrate that “equal protection under the law”
has been provided.

Chapter 2 Definitions. All terms that are defined in the code are listed alphabetically in Chapter 2. While a defined term
may be used in one chapter or another, the meaning provided in Chapter 2 is applicable throughout the code.

Where understanding of a term’s definition is especially key to or necessary for understanding of a particular code
provision, the term is shown in italics wherever it appears in the code. This is true only for those terms that have a
meaning that is unique to the code. In other words, the generally understood meaning of a term or phrase might not be
sufficient or consistent with the meaning prescribed by the code; therefore, it is essential that the code-defined meaning
be known.

Guidance regarding tense, gender and plurality of defined terms as well as guidance regarding terms not defined in this
code are also provided.

PART II-GENERAL SAFETY PROVISIONS

Chapter 3 General Requirements. The open burning, ignition source, vacant building, miscellaneous storage, roof
gardens and landscaped roofs and hazards to fire fighters requirements and precautions, among other general
regulations, contained in this chapter are intended to improve premises safety for everyone, including construction
workers, tenants, operations and maintenance personnel and emergency response personnel. As with other chapters of
the International Fire Code, Section 302 contains a list of terms that are defined in Chapter 2 and are applicable to the
chapter contents.

Chapter 4 Emergency Planning and Preparedness. This chapter addresses the human contribution to life safety in
buildings when a fire or other emergency occurs. The requirements for continuous training and scheduled fire,
evacuation and lockdown drills can be as important as the required periodic inspections and maintenance of built-in fire
protection features. The level of preparation by the occupants also improves the emergency responders’ abilities during
an emergency. The International Building Code (IBC) focuses on built-in fire protection features, such as automatic
sprinkler systems, fire-resistance-rated construction and properly designed egress systems whereas this chapter fully
addresses the human element. As with other chapters of the International Fire Code, Section 402 contains a list of terms
that are defined in Chapter 2 and are applicable to the chapter contents.

PART IlI-BUILDING AND EQUIPMENT DESIGN FEATURES

Chapter 5 Fire Service Features. The requirements of this chapter apply to all buildings and occupancies and pertain to
access roads; access to building openings and roofs; premises identification; key boxes; fire protection water supplies;
fire command centers; fire department access to equipment and emergency responder radio coverage in buildings. As
with other chapters of the International Fire Code, Section 502 contains a list of terms that are defined in Chapter 2 and
are applicable to the chapter contents.
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SECTION 506
KEY BOXES

506.1 Where required.

Where access to or within a structure or an area is restricted because of secured openings or where immediate access is
necessary for life-saving or fire-fighting purposes, the fire code official is authorized to require a key box to be installed
in an approved location. The key box shall be of an approved type listed in accordance with UL 1037, and shall contain
keys to gain necessary access as required by the fire code official.

506.1.1 Locks.
An approved lock shall be installed on gates or similar barriers when required by the fire code official.
506.1.2 Key boxes for nonstandardized fire service elevator keys.

Key boxes provided for nonstandardized fire service elevator keys shall comply with Section 506.1 and all of the
following:

i The key box shall be compatible with an existing rapid entry key box system in use in the jurisdiction and
approved by the fire code official.

2. The front cover shall be permanently labeled with the words “Fire Department Use Only—Elevator Keys.”

3. The key box shall be mounted at each elevator bank at the lobby nearest to the lowest level of fire department
access.

4, The key box shall be mounted 5 feet 6 inches (1676 mm) above the finished floor to the right side of the elevator
bank.

5. Contents of the key box are limited to fire service elevator keys. Additional elevator access tools, keys and
information pertinent to emergency planning or elevator access shall be permitted when authorized by the fire code
official.

6. In buildings with two or more elevator banks, a single key box shall be permitted to be used when such elevator

banks are separated by not more than 30 feet (9144 mm). Additional key boxes shall be provided for each individual
elevator or elevator bank separated by more than 30 feet (9144 mm).

Exception: A single key box shall be permitted to be located adjacent to a fire command center or the non-standard fire
service elevator key shall be permitted to be secured in a key box used for other purposes and located in accordance
with Section 506.1.

506.2 Key box maintenance.

The operator of the building shall immediately notify the fire code official and provide the new key when a lock is
changed or rekeyed. The key to such lock shall be secured in the key box.
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