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November 7, 2017 

 

Karen Fate 

Wyoming Business Council 

214 West 15th St. 

Cheyenne, WY 82002-0240 

 

Subject:  Gillette Broadband Project 

 

Dear Karen: 

 

Energy Capital Economic Development represents Campbell County and Gillette Wyoming and we 

are dedicated to supporting and growing our local businesses.  Reliable broadband service is critical 

to business.  The City of Gillette has demonstrated their support of the business community in many 

ways.  One very important initiative taken by Gillette was the commissioning a broadband study to 

determine broadband needs and requirements of the business community.  They are now working to 

implement the findings of that study.  Energy Capital ED has been a partner with the city in the study, 

and now the implementation.     

 

Energy Capital ED is working hard to diversify our economy.  We support the Governor’s ENDOW 

initiative and we are helping bring new, diverse business into the region.  Every business we talk to 

requires good broadband service.  This BRC grant will ensure that adequate and reliable service is 

available, and our economy will continue to grow.    

 

Gillette is working with Buffalo and Sheridan in the NEW Growth Alliance. We have identified the 

following target markets: 

 

1) Advanced Conversion Technologies 

2) Advanced Manufacturing 

3) Data Centers 

4) Logistics and Distribution 

5) Lifestyle Entrepreneurs 

 

All of these targeted industries have a strong need for reliable and abundant broadband service.   

 

We strongly support and endorse the BRC grant that Gillette is applying for and encourage you to 

approve the funding. 

 

Sincerely,   

 

 

 

Phil Christopherson 

Chief Executive Officer 

mailto:info@EnergyCapitalED.com
http://www.energycapitaled.com/


PROFESSIONAL STAFF DEVELOPMENT 
Lyla Downey 
Asst. Superintendent – Technology 
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Kelly Hornby  
Assessment / Staff Development 

Jodi Wiley 
Student Systems Computer Analyst 
 

Wesann Brown 
Professional Development Specialist 

Jenny Mashak 
Electronics Master Technician 
 

Matt Holzwarth & Jeff Dameroon 
Network Engineers 

Lee Corley  
Electronics Technicians 

Troy Covell  
Electronics Technicians 

 
 

 

Kathy Case 
Professional Development Specialist 

Mary Pat Anderson 
Technology Paraprofessional 

Darcy Gillaspy 
Professional Development Specialist 

Cathy McGeowan 
Technology Integration Specialist 
 

Michele Wenzel 
Staff Development Secretary 

  
 

 
Teaching Effectively – Learning Successfully 

11/2/17 
 
Julie Kozlowski, Program Manager 
Business Ready Community Grant and Loan Program 
Wyoming Business Council 
214 West 15th Street 
Cheyenne, WY 82002 
 
Ms. Kozlowski, 
 

Please consider this a letter of support for the City of Gillette in their efforts to obtain a Wyoming Business Council 
Grant to improve the fiber infrastructure throughout the City.  Campbell County School District strongly supports 
the project because the fiber installation will provide reliable connectivity between our schools.   

Campbell County School District provides Internet connectivity to over ten thousand student and staff members 
throughout the county.  We service twenty four schools and six administrative service sites.  Our district covers over 
4,761 square miles in northeast Wyoming. 

Access to high speed internet is no longer a luxury.  It is a necessity.  To handle today’s digital learning and online 
testing demands, fiber connectivity is a must.  We have many classrooms that are one to one.  Students use technology 
daily to research, process, and present information in digital formats.  Our students collaborate online with one 
another and with their instructors through shared documents.  They often receive direct instruction through Google 
Classroom.  In addition, our students participate in five online national and state assessments.   

Currently the city provides fiber connections to fourteen of our locations.  Presently, we have nine locations that do 
not have fiber connectivity.  With this project, we would have the opportunity to upgrade two more of our locations 
to fiber.  In addition, this proposal would provide redundancy to our fourteen locations already on city fiber. 

We appreciate the opportunity to show our support for the City of Gillette Fiber Improvement Project which would 
enable district to better service our kids.  If you have any further questions, you can contact me at (307) 687-1666.  

 

Sincerely, 

Lyla Downey 

Lyla Downey 
Assistant Superintendent -Technology  
Campbell County School District 
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Visionary Communications, Inc. 
1001 S Douglas Hwy, Suite 201 

Gillette WY  82716 
 
October 31, 2017 
 
Julie Kozlowski, Program Manager 
Business Ready Community Grant and Loan Program 
Wyoming Business Council 
214 West 15th Street 
Cheyenne, WY 82002 
 
 
Ms. Kozlowski, 
 
We strongly support the City of Gillette in their effort to obtain a Wyoming Business 
Council Grant to improve the conduit and fiber infrastructure throughout the City.  
Conduit availability will help us provide an affordable Gigabit service which is an 
important factor in marketing our Internet and private network services. 
 
Visionary is one of Wyoming’s few locally-owned Internet Service Providers, and we are 
quite interested in pursuing services that provide us with an ability to serve Wyoming 
businesses and residences with affordable Internet and private network services. 
 
We feed Gillette with 3x10Gbps circuits for connectivity to the outside world.  We deliver 
service to our community through a combination of copper, microwave and fiber.  In 
order to be ready for the future, and in order to offer a Gigabit-style of service, fiber 
availability and proximity are crucial.  With this grant, the City will be able to complete a 
7-way conduit system to be used by any provider to improve Broadband throughout 
Gillette.  
 
We appreciate the opportunity to show our support for the City of Gillette Fiber 
Improvement Project which would enable our business to better service our community.   
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Brian R Worthen 
CEO 
Visionary Communications, Inc. 
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